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‘© Let not, whatever other ills assail, 
“¢ A danwed Aristocracy prevail.” 





GOLDSMITH. 





TO THE 


PARLIAMENTARY REFORMERS, 
ON THE CHANGE OF MINISTRY. 





Kensington, 18th April, 1827.° 
My Frienps, 


Wehave,atlast, seen arisea state 
of things, which cannot but lead 
to very important consequences. 
Consequences of great import- 
ance, events which deeply affect 
nations, come, originally, or dis- 
tantly, from great causes ; but, 
the immediate cause, the act of 
bringing them forth, is very fre- 
quently of a trifling nature. Thus, 
has the disqualification of Lord 





Liverpool ; that state in which he 
is, and which, in my opinion, dif- 
fers in a very slight degree from 
the state in which he always has 
been, ever since [ have known 
him, led to such a change, in 
the persons governing, as must 
inevitably have a tendency to 
break up the whole of that system 
which it seems next to impossible 
to carry much further without pro- 
ducing sufferings so great and so 
general, that anarchy and confu- 
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sion must be the final and no dis-| with the Krve on this his appoint- 
tant conseyuence. ment of Mr. Canninc. And, from 

As to the nature of this change, | every thing I see and hear, I can- 
Mr. Caxnine is, it appears, the | not help being convinced, that a 
First Lord of the Treasury, and’ great body of the persons of this 
Chanceilor of the Exchequer, and description, not excluding the cle- 
the King’s Prime Minister. In | rical aristocracy, have been by 


consequence of this appointment, | no means backward in expressing 














seven of his colleagues, namely, 
the Lorp Cuancexizor, the Duke 
of Weiiincron, LorpMe viii, 
Lorpv Batruvrastr, Lorp Brexty 
(Vansittart), Lorp Wesrmor- 


nanp, and Mr. Prer, have re- 


signed their posts, these being | 


seven out of the twelve Cabinet 
Ministers. 
the change, as far as I have 
yet heard it represented. Va- 
rious other noblemen and gentle- 
men, not being Cabinet Ministers, 
‘but persons filling high  situa- 
tions, have also resigned their 
offices. It is confidently asserted, 
and many particulars have been 
stated in proof of the fact, that 
certain of the nobility, who are 
pretty well known to have no 
small influence at elections, have 


had the confidence to remonstrate 








Such is the nature of 





their disapprobation of this mea- 
sure of their sovereign, and their 
determination to exercise the 
power they possess, in order to 
compel him to revoke this appoint- 
ment. Now, my friends, this being 
pretty nearly, I imagine, a true 


description of the state of the case, 


it behoves us to think a little of 


the part which WE ought to act, 
during the contest which must 
inevitably ensue. For my part, 
had I been one of those, or that 
person, who advised the King to 
make this appointment; if I had 
had the power to obtain the attention 
of his Majesty upon this occasion, 
Canninc is amongs the last men 
upon the face of the earth, whom 
I would have recommended, 
except as a man, eminently cal- 


culated to pull down the whole 
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fabric of the present destructive 
system. But, if the King had 
chosen a man still more unfit to 
be Minister; if he had chosen (I | 
do not suppose it possible) the | 
Right Honourable Gentleman, by : 
whom Eve was seduced, by whom 
Jos was persecuted, by whom 
our Saviour was tempted, and who 
is continually roaming up and 
down seeking whom he may de- 
vour, I would have said, “ It is 
‘our duty; it is our interest also; 
“ but, it is our bounden duty to 
‘‘uphold the King against any 
“‘ combination, or combinations, 
“ that may attempt, that may have 
“the audacity to attempt, to 
“ thwart wis WILL and COoMPEL 
“him to yield to theirs.” 

As to the manner in which we, 
the people of England, can be 
affected, by any measures that 


any Ministry may adopt, there are 
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In this respect there is no differ- 
ence between Cannine and those 
who have shunned an association 
with him. Neither they nor he 
can do any thing effectual here, 
without unsaying all that they 
have said for years past; without 
breaking pledges a thousand times 
given; without discovering igno- 
rance almost degrading to human 
nature ; so that, in this all impor- 
tant respect, both parties are upon 
a footing, The change, there- 
fore, is, in this point of view, of 
no interest at all. Cannine will 
go on with the system, tll it will 
hold to pieces no longer ; his op- 
ponents would do the same if they 
were to oust him: he would, do 
no more, and no more could they 
do. Itis, therefore, as the ground- 
work of a great struggle between 
the KING and the ARISTO- 


CRACY, that we are to view this 





no measures that any Ministers 
can adopt, worthy of any thing 
like serious attention, unless these 
measures have at the head of 


them regulations and laws rela- 
tive to the PAPER MONEY. 


appointment of Mr. Cannine; 
and I now address myself to 
you, in order to induce you, 
whenever and wherever you may 
have the means, to support the 
King against this Aristocracy, 
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who, as we have a hundred times upon a Church already wallowing 
over alleged in cur petitions, have, | in wealth beyond bounds : these 
in fact, long and long domireered | things, which are now become so 
over both King and people. If} notorious to the nation; all those 
Cannino be the cause of putting | things, in short, which have embar- 
an end to this domination, or if it | rassed and ruined the middle class, 
be put an end to merely by tel and which have pauperised or 
use of his name, he will be enti-| starved the Jower class; all these 
tled, or at least he may expect, | may be fairly traced to the 
from so good-natured a people, | usurped power of that body, who 
forgiveness for all his manifold | are said now to have pushed their 
sins committed against us for the | audacity so far as to dictate to the 
ast thirty years; and that is, 1) King himself, but whose dictates 
think, saying as much for this act the King has had the courage to 
of his, as an excess of the gene- | set at defiance. 
rosity of human nature can pos- | If, indeed, the body in question 
sibly suggest. had been renowned, if the nation 
All the miseries of England ; | had known them to be wise, dis- 
its enormous taxes, its irredeem- | interested; full of love of country, 
able debts, the abrogation of its| full of benevolence towards the 
best laws, the numerous additions | people, and of proper devotion to 
made to the severities of a cri+|the King: if this had been the 


minal code, which has at last be- | case, we might: have heard with 
come terrible but to think of; the} some patience of their pressing 
horrible code of game laws, the} their advice, uncalled for; upon 
new trespass law, the divers pew-| his Majesty, When Henry the 
ers. of imprisonment bills, ‘the | Eighth was. advised’ to: listen to 
cruel exactions from the indus-| the counsel of Brsuor Fisuer, 
trious part of the communi'y, col-| it was: deemed very ‘harsli in him 


lected together to be voted away |to say, “Let him take-care- of 
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‘* his Bishoprick, and I'll warrant 
“him I will take care of my 
“crown.” But he was answered, 
“ Recollect that he was deemed 
‘* the wisest of your father’s coun- 
‘¢ sellors ; that his counsels, when 
‘“adopted, always led to happy 
‘f results; that your mother, on 
‘“her death bed, besought you to 
** listen to him, as you would listen 
‘to your father; that you long 
“called him ‘ Father;’ that his 
‘* counsels always tended to make 
“you great and your people 
“happy; and that you have de- 
« clared this to many, not only 
“ nobles of your own court, but to 
‘“‘ foreign princes.” If, I say, 
those who have now attempted to 
dictate to the King, had had 


amongst them a man like this; if 


there had been amongst them a 
man, whose wisdom, whose disin- 
terestedness, whose love of coun- 
try, and whose devotion to his 
sovereign had been proved by the 
increased greatness of their mas- 
ter, and by the happiness of his 
loyal, most ingenious, and most 


industrious. subjects; if those of 
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the seven seceders who have beer 
the longest in office, had gone to 
the King, and said, ‘“ I, Sir, (the 
‘“‘CuanceLtior speaking first) 
‘“‘ have borne the seals of your 
‘“‘kingdom for something ap- 
‘“‘proaching thirty years; have 
‘‘ received my little reward in 
‘““money, it is true; but, what is: 
‘‘ that, compared to the diminution 
‘* | have seen made in the number 
‘« ofbankryptcies, especially when 
‘‘ your Majesty considers, how 
‘extremely happy your subjects, 
‘¢ of every description, now are.”” 
If, in short, every one had beer 
able to say, and with truth, that 
under their counsels the nation 
had prospered, the people had 
been made happy, the laws had 
grown milder; that crime and 
poverty had decreased ; that now 
the nation was in no embarrass- 
ment, that she was prepared for 
war at any moment, that the glory 
of the country, that the renowr 
and safety of the throne, were 
made as sure as.any, mortal things: 
could be; if they could, and with 


truth, have said all this, we might 
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have been excused for hesitating, | ‘* procured Acts to be passed, to 
a little, before we expressed our | “ occasionally shut your subjects 
entire approbation of the conduct |“ up in their houses from sunset. 
of our Sovereign in rejecting this, | “ to sunrise; other Acts, making 
the last piece of advice of his and | “things treason, which were not 


our benefactors. But, if the | « treason before; other Acts, to 
Cana had gone to him, and said, | ‘* cause men to be transported for 
as, if they spoke the truth, they | “ poaching ; other Acts, to make 
must have said: ‘Sir, we are come ‘6 the taking of an apple off a 
to tell your Majesty, that, since | « tree, felony ; and to give such 
‘‘we have been your Ministers, | « an extension to the law of tres- 
‘* we have seen immense sums of, “ pass, as to render it almost dan- 
‘‘ money taken in taxes from your “ gerous for one of your subjects 
* Jabouring subjects, and voted | ‘* to walk even along the highway. 
** away in gifts to a clergy, some |“ From a quarter of a million a 
“of the Bishops of whom have | ‘“ year, we have seen, during the 
“revenues of forty thousand | “ prevalence of our counsels, the 
‘** pounds a year; we have pro- | “‘ poor-rates amount to 8,000,000/. 
* cured, upon several ekieRh a year; the annual taxes we 


“ Acts to be passed to empower! “ have seen rise (in time of peace) 


, 
| 

“* prison whenever we might SUS- | “lions a year; the Debt we have 

“ PECT THEM of treason; |“ augmented mcre than fourfold, 


eP > , 
“‘ these unhappy men have been | “ in addition to the augmentation 


‘us to shut your subjects up in| “ {rom sixteen to fifty-four mil- 


‘* shut up in dungeons, and some |“ to the poor-rates ; till, at last, 
‘of them for years; under our |“ in every rank and degree, if we 
‘* sway, the massacre of the 16th | ‘‘ except those who live upon the 
‘‘ of August, at Manchester, and |“ taxes wrung from the people, 


‘‘ the letter of thanks to the yeo- | ‘* we every where behold embar- 





‘‘manry took place; we have}“ rassment, ruis, pauperism, oF 
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“ starvation ; insomuch, and ina 
‘‘ degree so notorious, that the 
“ Judges of the Court of King’s 
“Bench, even when seated on 
«‘ that bench, have observed, that 
“ Breap and Warer were the 
“ common food and drink of the 
“labouring people of England; as 
‘«‘ a natural consequence, we have 
‘“‘ seen crime increase throughout 
<« your dominions twenty-fold; we 
“have seen every where new 
“‘ vaols, of amazing extent, new 
“‘ and severer modes of punish- 
“ ment ; we have been obliged to 
“assign an additional circuit to 
“your Majesty’s Judges in the 
“ winter; to establish a police, a 
“thing unknown until now in 
“‘ England, and hateful to the ears 
“of your predecessors, and their 
“happy subjects; in short, may 
“it please your Majesty, the 
‘* state of your kingdom, produced, 
“in great part, by the choppings 
“and changings made in the 
“ value of money, by our sanc- 
“ tioning a real invasion of your 
«“ Majesty’s greatest and brightest 
“ prérogative: all these things, 
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“may it please your Majesty, 
“embolden us now to come be- 
“fore you, and to beseech you, 
“for the love of Go, for the 
“ honour and dignity of your Ma- 
 Jesty’s crown, and for that affec- 
‘‘ tion and paternal feeling, which 
“you have for your people, to 
** Jisten to our advice, and im- 
“ plicitly to follow it, by giving 
‘‘up the exercise of your royal 
‘* prerogative, and to let US ap- 
‘“‘ point your Minister, and not to 
“ think of appointing one your- 
‘* sELF, it being evident, from the 
“foregoing statement, which is 
“ literally true, that your Majes- 
“ty must be totally ruined, were 
‘* you to think of ceasing to follow 
** our counsels.” 

. This is what truth would have 
bidden them urge in support of 
their claim to be attended to by 
the King upon this occasion. 
Kings have not, very likely, feel- 
ings like those of common men; 
but, if either of you, my friends, 
or I, had been addressed by such 
people, in such a way, and for 
such a purpose ; I do not pretend 
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to say what either of you would 
have done, but I will answer for 
myself, and I know, that the first 
thing I could have laid hands on, 
bottle, glass, candlesticks, ink- 
stand, hot water: the very first 
thing I could have laid my hands 
upon, would have gone at their 
heads, wigged or unwigged, and 
they would have been at the bot- 
tom of the stairs and out into the 
kennel in a twinkling. But, it is 
surprising to what degree pre- 
sumption is carried by impunity. 
Men in power seldom hear the 
sentiments, the real sentiments of 
They 


hear the sound of the voice of 


anybody but _flatterers. 
nobody else. Formerly Ministers 
used to have some lessons read to 
them in Parliament, at least ; for the 
last fifteen or sixteen years, even 
these lessons have ceased; and, 
as these men never heard a whis- 
per of disapprobation, even when 
they ruined whole classes by their 
dreadful vagaries, played with the 
King’s prerogative of making and 
issuing money; when they saw 


ahat impunity was ready for every 
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act, be it what it might; when 
they saw no power on earth, to 
call them to account ; when they 
saw whole descriptions of the 
people swept, as it were, from the 
face of the earth; when they heard 
not a whisper of reproach, even 
when they proposed to tax the 
people to obtain the money, to 
send a part of the people them- 
selves away from their native land, 
to avoid starvation here; when 
they heard not a whisper of re- 
proach, even at this, why were 
they not to suppose, that they 
were masters of their sovereign, 
as well as of every body and every 
thing else! There, I, for my part, 
most gratefully thank the King, 
they found something to stup their 
career; and, let them insinuate, 
and let their blackguards of the 
quill insinuate in broader Jan- 
guage, as long as they please, 
about that despicable nonsense, 
‘‘an influence behind the throne 
greater than the throne itself,” 
this act of his Majesty has 
it unqualified merit, in 


my eyes, come the .adviee 
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from whom it might. We have |in carrying on an affair like that 


no right to presume, that his which is now going on, but a man 


Majesty wanted any advice at) wholly unfitted for the adoption 


all. 


He must be deaf and blind, of measures calculated to extri- 


indeed, not to know the situation, ‘cate the country from its diffieul- 


not to know the wants, not to ties; but, while he is as fit as the 


know the sufferings and degrada- 
tions of his people. It is hardly 
in nature that he should not have 
wished to change this state of 
things: his own safety as well as 
his own honour demanded the 
change. Common sense told him 
(for it required nothing more), 
that no change of any vue could 
have been effected without a 
change of counsels. There could 
have been no change of counsels 
without a great change of men; 
and, to begin this salutary change, 
he, was wise in taking a bold and 
ambitious man, that was not afraid 
to encounter the formidable oppo- 
sition, which such a change ne- 
cessarily implied ; a man, wholly 
ignorant. on the subject of the 
money an! of its consequences, 
anu, therefore, . wholly insensible 
of :the: dangers which he has to 


eneoanters@ map, deep enough 





resigning sages would have been 
to put to rights the affair of the 
paper-money, he is just the man 
to pull down this aristocracy, of 
which he has been the eulogist ; 
this borowgh aristocracy, this ruler 
of King and people, of which he 
has, all his life-time, unt) now, 
been the champion, the daring, 
the shameless champion. Uu- 
less, therefore, the King had seen 
a probability of obtaining a wise 
Minister, who well understood the 
nature of the difficulties of the 
country, and who would have been 
likely to find out the means of puf- 
ting an end to the present miseries 
of the people by gentle and peace- 
able means, 1 do not see how he 
could have made a better choice 
than he has made. It was neces- 


sary to break up and to rout this 


band of borough gentlemen: to go 


on with them any longer was im-~- 
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possible; and again I say, that 
I do not care a straw about the 
source of the advice or about the 
motive to the appointment of 
Canning. 

It is evident to every man of 
common sense, that we owe all 
that we suffer to the all-subduing 
power of the borough aristocracy. 
There were seven men, at one 
time, who were so renowned for 
their wisdom, that they were 
called the seven sages of Christen- 
dom. It is said, that they never 
met but once, and that then they 
parted for ever, agreeing upon 
only one maxim, expressed in 
“KNOW 
THYSELF!® Well would it 


have been for our seven sages, 


these two words, 


and still better for me, if they 
had adopted and acted upon this 
wholesome maxim; for, they 
would have possessed that very 
useful branch of knowledge ex- 
pressed by the maxim, and never 
would have run their heads against 
the adamantine rock of royalty, 


without having one soul amongst 


the King’s subjects at their t ack ; 
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yand it would have been good for 
me, by saving me the trouble, 
which I shall now be at, of bring- 
ing these arrogant aristocrats iuto 
a small degree of acquaintance 
with themselves: they really do 
not appear to know who and what 
they are, whence they sprang, 
and who it is that has clothed ard 
fed them. 


fore, when they nose their Sove- 


It is high time, there- 


reign; when they say, “ You 
‘* shal! not choose this man for your 
‘* Minister, or we will quit you 
“and oprese you:” it is high 
time that they be made to know 
themselves; and this they shall 
before I have done with them, 
or they will be dull, indeed, of 
apprehension. 

It is impossible, again I say, 
for any man in his senses not to 
know, and equally impossible for 
any honest man to deny, that the 
present calamities of the country ; 
that the degraded state of the 
working classes; that the ruin 
which is sweeping over the farms 
and the shops and the factories; 
that, in short, all the cala- 
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mities of the country which 
exhibit England as just the re- 
verse of what it always used to 
be; it is notorious that all these 
have proceeded from the day of 
the passing of the Septennial Bill 
to the present hour; that they 
have all proceeded from the power 
of the country, all the power of 
the purse and of every other sort, 
being at the disposal of this aris- 
tocracy. It is well known: it is 
as well known as that this is the 
month of April, that the present 
debt, present standing army in 
time of peace, the present dead- 
weight, the present poor-rates, 
are, all, the natural and necessary 
fruit of wars, waged for the pur- 
pose o: preventing what the bo- 
rough-men called and still call, 
‘anarchy and confusion”; but 
which we call, which Sir Francis 
Burverrt for nearly thirty years 
called, which the old Duke of 
Ricumonp called, which even 
Pirr and Wi.serrorce once 
called “* a Constitutional Reform 
“in the Commons’ House of Par- 


** liament.” We have heard it 


declared in that very House, that 
the trafficking in its sea's was as 
notorious as the sun at noon-day. 
We know, as well as we know 
daylight from dark, what must be 
the inevitable consequences of 
those traffickings. The people 
have long been convinced, that 
they must continue to suffer every 
species of public calamity until 
they have again their legitimate 
share of power in that House. 
In 1793, Mr. Grey, now Lord 
Grey, presented a petition to the 
House of Commons, stating that 
he and the other petitioners were 
ready fo prove at the bar of the 
House, that a majority of the 
Members were nominated, ap- 
pointed, and actually put into the 
House by Peers of the other 
House and by about twenty or 
thirty great big thundering com- 
moners, the relations of peers. 
The petitioners concluded by say- 
ing, that the people had, in fact, 
no efficient share at all in the re- 
presentation ; and that, as far as 
they were concerned, there might 


as well b2 no House of Commons 






























. "Ss 2a 
. —_—r, + 
ate axe = se 5 


—— ee 


we Oe Ne 2 SR Se ce 


oce 








= 


215 To tus ParzerAmMentary Rerormenrs. 216 


There. is the petition lying, even{“ state into which you have 
to this day, on the table of that) ‘* brought the country would fully 
House, It has never been taken |“ justify us in expecting to see 
into consideration, and no act has! “* you act an humble part, and, 
ever been passed, no measure|‘‘ if not absolutely penitent, at 


, 6 


ever adopted, for the removal of | 


r 


the evils complained of in that!“ precisely at this moment, we 


least modest in your demeanour: 


petition. |‘ hear, not only of your retaining 

The natural consequence of)‘ all yourusual high tone towards 
such a state of things is, such a \“* the people, but of your actually 
mode of collecting and expending | «‘ dictating to the King the manner 


the publi money as to produce the| “ in which he shall exercise his 








dreadful state of ruin and misery | “ undoubted prerogative.” 


which we now behold. To the 
seven sages, what we, the people 
have to say, is this: ‘ You have 
‘rejected the prayers we have 
*« been putting up to you for forty 
** vears; we have prayed to be 
** admitted to a share in the mak- 
“ing of laws, in the raising and 
*‘expending of our money; you 
“have rejected all our prayers ; 


' © you and the rest of your order 


«‘ have most severely punished us 
“for praying. At the end of the 


_ “forty years we behold England 
‘“‘the most wretched, instead of 
- “being, as it formerly was, the 


£* most happy country in the world. 
“We have had no hand in the 
** producing of this wretchedness ; 
« you have had absolute command 
‘‘ of our persons and our purses; 
<“and, at a monierit when we have 
‘this sample of the effect of your 
‘measures before us; when the 


I should like to have seen these 
seven sages come in a body he- 
fore the King, to remonstrate with 
his Majesty upon the subject of 
the appointment of Mr, Canning: 
‘And, I should like to have been 
hidden behind a curtain while the 
work of remonstrating was going 
on. Suppose me, then, to be 
thus snugly posted; suppose the 
‘King, apprized beforehand of 
their intention, ready to receive 
them; suppose the seven sages 
to enter; and, then, let us imagine, 
let us not say that such or such 
a dialogue would have taken place, 
or ought to have taken’place, with 
regard to his present Majesty ; 
but, let us suppose that there had 
been a king disposed to be a little 
jocular, and to handle “the seven 
sages with no great deal of cere- 








mony : let us suppose these things, 
and then we may imagine. that 
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something like the following would | 


Holy Church, and may prodace 


have been likely enough to take | the greatest calamities. 


place. | 


[Enter the seven sages. [is 
Majesty seated. ] 

Tus King. I did not send for 
you, my worthy Counsellors: pray, 
what may be the cause of the au- 
dience which you have solicited. 

Cuancertor (Bowing, and 
bringing his right hand across to 
his left breast), May it please 
your Majesty, we are quite sure 
that your Majesty will not deem 
it an intrusion, and will be per- 
fectly convinced that nothing but 
the most ardent feelings of affec- 
tion for your Majesty’s person and 
family, could have induced us to 
come before your Majesty with 
any thing inthe shape of a remon- 
strance. 

Kine. Do not be too sure of 
that! I shall know more about 
it when I have heard the nature 
of your remonstrance. 

Cuancettor (Casting an eye 
sideways at the rest). May it 
please your Majesty, we are 


- come to protest against the ap- 


pointment of Mr. Cannina, as 
the head of your cabinet council, 
-as the Minister called your First 
Minister. We beseech your Ma- 


jesty to reflect on the consequences 
_of such an, appointment. — These 


consequences may reach even ou- 


Kine. But I have a right to 


| nee @ 
appoint whom I please ! 


CuancecLor. Yes, it is your 


Majesty’s undoubted prerogative 


to choose your own Ministers ; 


but, it is a right undoubted in us 


; ‘ 
to give you our advice upon the 


subject. 

King. And if 1 am bound to 
follow that advice, then my right 
to choose a Minister is like the 
congé délire addressed to ‘the 
Dean and Chapter of a diocese, 
when they are about to exercise 
their right of choosing a Bishop ! 
They, in such case, after they 
have received the congé d’ élire, 
invoke the Holy Ghost to assist 
them in their choice. The cere- 
mony is, different in the present 
ease. I have not invoked you to 
assist me with your advice: the 
constitution knows nothing about 
a congé d’ élire.in the choosing of 
Ministers: if it did, the King 
would, in fact, be a most contemp- 
tible cipher;. such as I am not, 
and as I never will be. | 

Cuancezror. But, your .Ma- 
| jesty must be perfectly convinced 
of: my loyalty, of my fidelity, of 
my long and great services. 

Kine. Very well; but those 
are not to. take frem me my pre- 
jrogative. Besides, as you have 
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been Chancellor for nearly thirty|are all my sacrifices forgotten! 
years, and as I have been twice} Is all that I have gone through, 
called upon by you and your|during so many years, counted 
colleagues during a portion of} fornought! Why, I have clapped 
that time, and once very re-/ your Majesty’s great seal to more 
cently, to issue almost my com-/| taxing bills, more power-of-im- 
mands to my people to put) prisonment bills, to more suspen- 
money into the begging-box, to) sion of habeas corpus bills, more 
save Jarge masses of that people | new treason bills, more new game 
from starving, and as I see that| bills, more bills hostile to the 
you have measures on foot for) press, and more commissions of 
making my people pay taxes to! bankruptey, than all the Lord 
raise money, in order to send | Chancellors that ever sat upon 
Englishmen away from their na-| the wool-sack from the time of the 
tive land, as an escape from their coming of the House of Bruns- 
manifold miseries in that land,| wick until the time that I began 
which was so happy, even at the/to sit upon that sack! And, after 
time when you first became a Mi-| all this, shall not... .. . 
nister : this being the case, | must} Kine. Take from me my pre- 
confess that there occurs to me, at| rogative ? 
this moment, no very obvious} Cnancrtior. By no means, 
proof of the value of those long| may it please your Majesty. We 
services which you have been|do not want to choose your Prime 
pleased to state as a ground for! Minister: that were an encroach- 
my yielding implicitly to your ad-| ment, indeed: we wish your Ma- 
vice upon this occasion, I may |jesty to choose him: we do not 
have made a choice, not the very | wish to tell you whom you shall 
best. I may be able to accom-| choose: we oniy want to tell you 
plish no improvement in the state | whom -you shall not choose. 
of my people by this appointment} Kine. So, then, you are to 
which I have made; but, certain |have a veto upon the exercise of 
J am, that this appointment, and|my prerogative! You have, in- 
that nothing arising out of it, can| deed, undergone a great deal, my 
make the situation of my people! Lord Chancellor, A man must 
worse than it is, and can place| undergo a great deal in getting 
the state in no greater danger. _| from-under a coal-merehant’s roof 
Cuanceitor. What, then, Sir, | to sit thirty years upon the wool- 
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IIe picks up, generally, 
some little things on his way ; ana, 


sack. 


I dare say, that these enormous 
services and sufferings of yours 
have not been wholly unrewarded, 
either im your own person or that 
of your relations, whose names I 
find opposite the statement of 
Let 


t; let me 


pretty good annual sums, 
them keep what they ge 
keep my prerogative; do what 
you please with your gains; but, 
if you have more counsel to spare 
than you want for other purposes, 
keep it to yourself, and let me 
choose whom I please for my 
Minister. And, now (turning to 
Wellington), pray what may your 
pretensions be, for coming to re- 
monstrate with me on the subject 
of appointing my Minister ? 

We uinorox. What my pre- 
tensions! A Wellesley asked for 
his pretensions ! 

Kine. Yes, 1 ask for your pre- 
tensions, even to think about a 
matter like this. 

Wenuineron. Why, Sir, am 
not I a Field Marshal; am not I 
a Knight, a Baron, a Viscount, an 
Earl, a Marquess, and a Duke ; 
um not I a. pensioner for life 
(with two succeeding lives afier 
m¢) for 4000/. a year, to come out 
of the taxes raised on the people ; 

have. not I bad settled upon me, 
from the same scurce, seven hun- 
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dred thousand pounds in money, 
in public money, to be laid out in 
lands and houses to be enjoyed 
by me and to descend to my family; 





‘am not I, even at this moment, 
| Master General of the Ordnance, 
| Commander-in-Chief of the army, 
‘the Colonel of two regiments, 
' Constable of the Tower of London, 
‘Governor of Plymouth, the Lord 
\Liestouhed of a.county; and do 
not the people say that they should 
not wonder if I were to be the next 
| Archbishop of Canterbury ¢ 

Kixe. Well, then, I dare say 
that you have thought the Consti- 
tution very wise in having given 
me the power to sanction all these 
numerous and enormous grants 
and appointments ; will you not, 
then, look upon that Constitution 
as equally wise when it gives me 
power to exercise my prerogative 
in choosing a Minister ? 

Weruineron. I don’t know 
that. 
services so transcendant, the glory 
I brought upon the country so far 
beyond all estimate, that.. ....+6 

Kina. I have read all about that 
in the account of your own Peer 
age, where you are represented as 
something little short ofa god ; little 
short of the God of England, and 
where care has been taken to speak 
of the ‘ unsuccessful expedition” 
of my late brother. 


My merit was so great, my 
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We nuixeron. Why, may it 
please your Majesty, the truth 
ought to be spoken. 

Kina. According to this rule, the 
enormous expense of your cam- 
paigns ought not to be overlook- 
ed: Your “ unsuccessful” cam- 
paigns ought to be remembered 
as well as your successful ones. 
The great aid which you received 
from foreign armies, paid for by 
the nation, ought not to be for- 
gotten; the circumstance of your 
never having triumphed, except 
in countries where a large part, 
and even a majority of the people 
were on your side, ought to be 
recollected ; and, above all things, 
the nation had a right to asl, why 
you were not in those campaigns 
on the other side of the Atlantic, 
where there was a brave and 
united people to combat, and 
where the armies who had served 
under you had to experience cam- 
paigns not less “ unsuccessful” 
than those which the account of 
your peerage ascribes to my bro- 
ther. There it was where the 
English army had to mz2et its 
match ; and there you were not. 
There no subsidies could be of 
any avail. There money, except 
to pay soldiers and purchase arms, 
was useless. Victories were not 
to be purchased there. That was 
the close, the winding up of the 





long war ; and, if you take to your- 
self all the glory of what are 
called the victories in Portugal, 
Spain, France, and the Nether- 
lands, take also to yourself the 
lamentable negative successes of 
America, or, tell the nation, before 
you come to remonstrate with me, 
why, if you had the power, you 
did not go and prevent the occur- 
rences on the other side of the 
Atlantic. 

Wetitxcton. Dut, has your 
Majesty forgotten, then, the ever- 
memorable, renowned, immortal, 
and super-human victory at Wa- 
terloo ? 

Kine. ’Faith, I am not likely 
to forget that, as long as there are 
the means of writing the word, 
either with brash or chisel; for, 
it has been stuck up upon every 
place where it would not be a 
nuisance indictable at common 
law for sticking it up. From the 
Achilles in Hyde Park down to 
the lowest of sign-posts, the word 
has been blazoned; and, I am 
told that a great part of my sub- 
jects who see the statue, take 
Achilles for you, your name being 
on the pedestal in snch very 
LARGE LETTERS, and all 
the rest of the letters on the in- 
scription being so very small that 
they take the image of the colussal 
warrior to be a veritable image 
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of you. Achilles was invulnerable 
except in one little point: that 
point was, at last, found out: take 
care, my Lord Duke, or you will, 
in this respect, at any rate, be 
worthy of having Achilles for 
your prototype! 

We uiveron. But, your Ma- 


jesty will allow that the victory of 


Waterloo was beyond all praise 
and all reward ? 

Kine. Your peerage has told 
mé as much: it has told me and 
my poor, taxed people, that “a 
«due measure of gratitude for 
«* such services as yours could not 
‘“‘have been rendered; but that 
‘“‘ the nation did its best.” Your 
peerage (the grammar of which 
speaks but too plainly its real 
author) has told me and my 
burthened people that your ser- 
were the most sublime 
efforts of human prudence and 
it has told us that the 
victory at Waterloo was ‘* unpa- 
“‘ralleled in all its features as 
“well as in the vastness of its 
*‘ consequences, and raised the 
“ character of this hero to a height 
“never before attained by any 
“ captain.” What! not by 
Alexander’ the Great; ‘not 
by Cresar; not by Pompey; 
not by Hannibal; not by Scipio ; 
not by any of the ancients; not 
by*Saint Louis ; not by Francis 


vices 


courage ; 
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the First; not by Richard the 
First; not by the Black Prince ; 
not by Henry the Fifth; not by 
Nelson; not by any one that ever 
existed upon the face of the earth 
before: if this be so, and if it 
were impossible for a due mea~ 
sure of reward to be rendered for 
your services; if all your appoint- 
ments, all your pensions, all your 
grants, all the hundreds of thou- 
sands drained out of the sweat of 
this nation; if the nation did [TS 
BEST, and yet did not reward 
you sufficiently, it would be much 
better for the nation never to have 
It had 


nothing left to give you, but my 


received such services. 


crown; and, really, the crown is 
but a poor empty bauble, if you 
be permitted, either directly or 
indirectly, to take from me my 
prerogative. Besides, 4s to this 
hattle of Waterloo, did you not 
know that you had the better part 
of a million of men at your back, 
and that poor Buonararre had 
hot a single man, and was, be- 
sides, beset by traitors and spies, 
ready to betray and to sell-him? 
And, as to the mere battle itself, 
it is notorious (else thousands 
upon thousands are liars) that the 
battle was won by the extraor~ 
dinary valour afid ‘daring of a 


‘man who may probably be your 


Grace’s successor, 
H 
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We iixeton (Raising his 
head very high, and looking to- 
wards Melville). Then, may it 


please your Majesty, I have no-| 


thing more to say. 

King. Very well. And, now, 
my Lord of the Admiralty, pray 
favour me with a statement of your 
peculiar pretensions. Iam aware 
of the versatility of your talents. 


I recollect that you are Keeper of 


the Signet in Scotland, with a sa- 
lary of 2,0697. a year; that you 


are Register of Scisins or Chief 


Baron of Exchequer in Scotland, 
with a salary of 2,269/. a year; 
that you are other things besides 
these, but, these I particularly 
recollect ; that you have had these 
for about twenty-seven years, and 
that you have, thus, merely through 
the means of these sinecures, re- 


ceived from eut of the pockets of 


my people, 117,126/, or there- 
abouts. . 

Me vitis. But, wiil it not 
please your Majesty to recollect 
the long services of my venerable 
father ¢ 

Kine. “ Least said is soonest 
mended ” about him, and [ do not 
wish to rip up old grievances. 
But, if you will press this upon 
me, I shall cause you to recollect 
& great many things which the 
history of his life afforded, to 
make me resist dictation in a case 





like the present. I know that he 
crammed all India with Scotch- 
men. I know that he then took 
to the navy; and that you, his 
successor, have trodden faithfully 
in his steps. The Duwnpassss, 
the Hoprs, the Hore Jouxstones 
and the Jounsroxe Hores swarm 
in that service, where, for ages 
and ages, a Scotch name never 
made its appearance, 

Mevvitie. But, will it please 
your Majesty to refiect on the 
prodigious merit ofthe Scotch, and, 
particularly, of the Dundas family 
in all its branches Look into the 
army list, look into the navy list, 
look into all the lists of place-men, 
pensioners, grantees. But, parti- 
cularly, look into that of the navy, 
which you will find bespangled 
with their names as the lawn be- 
fore your Majesty’s cottage would 
be bespangled with daisies, if the 
scythe were not employed with un- 
remitting vigilance. There your 
Majesty will see whole strings of 


the Hore Jonnsrones, the Jonn- 


stone Horses and the Dundasses, 
lieutenants or captains, while thou- 
sands and thousands of English- 
men who were at sea before the 
former were born, are still mid- 
shipmen, though the grey. hairs 
are thickly scattered on their 
heads. 

Kine. Who has the power of 
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appointing these people to be lieu- 
tenants and captains ! 

Me tvice. Itis1,may it please 
your Majesty ; and I always ap- 
point and promote men merely for 
the sake of their merit ; merely for 
the benefit of your Majesty ‘and 
the country. And, to give your 
Majesty a proof, an indubitable 
proof of the surprising talent and 
merit of our family, I need only 
mention that there is my own son, a 
youth of twenty-two or twenty- 
three years of age, a POST CAP- 
TAIN in your Majesty's navy, 
while there are nearly five thou- 
sand Englishmen, still lieutenants 
or midshipmen, every dull devil 
of whom was at sea, and many 
of them fighting long before that 
brilliant youth was bgrn. 

Kine. That is a “proof,” in- 
deed, of the great genius and 
merit of your family; but, you 
seem to forget that, in that respect, 
at any rate, the Prime Minister 
whom I have chosen stands upon 
a level with yourself; for, he has 
a son of such surprising genius 
and merit, that, though, I believe, 
a year or so younger than your 
son, he has been, even by yourself, 
made a post-captain in the navy, 
over the heads of thousands upon 
thousands who were sailing and 
fighting while he was in the cradle. 
That which is;sauce for the goose, 


Aprit 21, 1827. 






























230 
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my Lord, is sauce for the gander ; 
and, if Iam to take the appoint- 
ment of your son as a proof of 
the merit of the Dundasses, let me, 
I pray you, consider the appoint- 
ment of Witiram Pirr Canntna, 
as a proof of the wonderful ta- 
lent and merit of the Cannings.— 
Now (turning to Lord Bathurst) 
pray, my Lord, on what grounds 
is it that you come to press your 
remonstrances upon me in this 
case ? 

Batuurstr. Need I request 
your Majesty to look at the quiet, 
the prosperous, the harmonious, 
the happy state in which tht colo- 
we have been placed under my 
sway! If your Majesty were to 
read speeches, I would beg you 
to condescend to read mine (Kine, 
aside: that would be better than 
hearing them), or those of my se- 
eretary, Witsor Horton or 
Horton Witmor. There your 
Majesty would learn how happy 
we mean to make the Irish, by 
| sending them to Canada, and lay- 
‘ing out more money upon each 
man than would place that man 
in easy circumstances in Ireland. 
There your Majesty would learn 
all the profundity of our political 
philosophy, all the brilliancy of 
our schemes of emigration. 

Kixe. But, what has this to do 
with the exercise of my preraga- 
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tive, and what right does it give! world; it would bea glaring libel 


you to interfere in a case of this 
sort ? 
Barucrst. If your Majesty 


will look into the great volume ‘of 


sinecures, you will find my sur- 
prising merit confessed, from my 
youth. It will hardly be con- 
tended, except by some jacobin, 
some membre du club quatre- 
vingt-ncuf, that. such rewards are 
There must 
be, of course, surprising capacity ; 


given improperly. 


on this glorious constitution, to 
affect not to believe that nothing 
short of distinguished merit, pro- 
found wisdom, perfect disinterest- 
edness, and ardent zeal for the 
service of your Majesty and your 
people, could have obtained for 
me and my son (not to mention 
many other of their connexions) 
these immense sums of the public 
money. The fact relative to these 
sinecures, therefore, I put forward 





great fitness to counsel the Sove- (as undoubted proof of my fitness 


reign, before such rewards are, 


to interfere with your Majesty 


bestowed. For pretty nearly the | upon the present occasion. 


whale of my lifetime, I have been | 


Kine. There are, however, my 


receiving the amount of one sine-| Lord Bathurst, people who would 


cere of 1,610/. a year, which 
sinecure is to descend to my son, 


question the conclusiveness of 
this proof, as you call it; but, 


and be by him enjoyed. This| taking you on your own ground, 


son has another sinecure of 472/. 
a year, and this sinecure he has 
by patent for life. Besides these, 
1 myself was, for a great many 
years, Masrer and Worker of 
your Majesty’s Mint, with a sa- 
lary or income, net receipt, of 
3,010/..a year. So that, here is 
a thing,.all put together, of, per- 
haps, the value of a couple of 
hundreds of thousands of pounds. 
Now, it would be a libel on that 
constitution, that fine affair, that 
wonderful scheme of Government, 
which is the envy of surrounding 
nations and . admiration of. the] y 


allowing this proof to be indubit- 
able, the claim of merit is, unfor- 
tunately for you, clearly establish- 
ed on the part of the statesman 
whom I have chosen for my Mi- 
nister, and against which choice 
you protest; for, he has the hap- 
pimess to be a sinecure placeman, 
too! As his son’s early, promo- 
tion in the navy was.a conelusive 
answer to Lord Melville, so, his 
having been, just thirty years, 
come next November, Recsiver- 
Generat in the Alienation office, 
mh a salary of 492/..4s. 7d. a 


srreememnting wre 
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say nothing about his famous Am- 
bassadorship to Portugal, where 
there was at the time no sovereign 
and no court, ought to be an an- 
swer to you. 

Barnurst. But, may it please 
your Majesty, what are fourteen 
or fifteen thousand pounds com- 
pared with the sums which I have 
received ? 

Kine. You must take the will 
for the deed: I dare say he got as 
much as he could: you have been 
lucky, my lord, heretofore: his 
time of luck is come now, and, I 
have not the smallest doubt that 
if the species of proof of merit for 
which your lordshiy contends be 
to be admitted, he will not long 
be destitute of proof of that kind 
in abundance as great as that of 
the best of you. 

Wesrmorecanp. Will your Ma- 
jesty please to hear ME speak, 
especially as I have but very little 
tosay! 1 take the doctrine of my 
noble friend who has just spoken 
to bea doctrine established by the 
practice of this glorious constitu- 
tion, which, as my noble friend 
has truly observed, is, beyond all 
doubt, the.“ envy of surrounding 


world.” . 
Kine _ Well, well ; get on tothe | 


| point, my Lord : to the point. . + he 


ject to, may it please your Ma- 
jesty, is, not so much the want of 
a natural and Joyal propensity in 
your newly chosen Minister to 
obtain a due share of those things 
which my noble friend bas justly 
characterized as the indubitable 
proof of merit and wisdom, and 
particularly of wisdom, as his 
want of those numerous descen- 
dant and collatera! branches, vul- 
garly called family connexions, 
which are so essential to support 
the influence of the crown against 
a constantly encroaching demo- 
eracy. I, may it please your 
Majesty, am blessed in this way, 
almost beyond the extent of man’s 
wishes. Look atthe list of my 
relations and dependents ; look at 
the figure they cut in all the Lists 
where people ought to cuta figure ; 
and then all I have‘to add is, that 
when Mr. Canning shall have 
a tribe equally numerous.: and 
equally well provided for, I am 
ready to sanction his appojnt- 
ment. | 
Kine. All this appears .to me 
to be very unreasonable, my 
Lords. My Minister is, surely, 
not to be deemed unfit merely be- 
cause ke has not;yet had an op- 
|portunity .of collecting together 
and providing for. a numerousiset 
of relations and. az.ts., Still, 
however, he has:not been. altege- 





i 
> 
‘ 


























J. ++ 
eet Sree ee 


Se 4 wee ee eee - 





































235 


ther wanting in this respect. He 
has provided for Mrs. Hunn and 
her daughters ; there is a Captain 
Hunn, too, now in the navy. 
There is a Srratrrorp Cannine, 
who is a pretty well fed ambas- 
sador; and, in short, the man 
seems to have done what he can 
in this way; he is not to blame 
because he has not been a great 
breeder: if he provide for ali, 
what can you wish for more? | 
dare say, that my peop/e will not 
complain against him on this score: 
they may probably wish that he 
had less relations than he has; 
and, for my part, I must confess 
that I agree with my people in 
this respect. And now then, (turn- 
ing to Bexley), let me hear the 
ground of little Van’s objection. 
Bextey. May it please your 
Majesty, before I state any ob- 
jection to the appointment of my 
friend, Mr. Canning, I beg to be 
suffered to state my own humble 
pretensious to advise. About forty 
years ago, | carried a brief-bag 
to the quarter sessions of the 
county of Berks. Of the contents 
of that bag, I will not presume to 
trouble your Majesty with an ac- 
count. Feeling myself destined 
‘to greatness, and to shine as a 
financier of this United Empire, 
1 wrote a pamphlet in praise of 
the money-schemes of Pitt and 
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Company, proving that the war 
was just and necessary; that it 
tended to enrich and not to impo- 
verish the country; that, unlike 
all former wars, it tended to make 
your Majesty’s subjects easy in 
their circumstances and to pro- 
mote prosperity amongst them for 
ages to come. 

Kine. What! Did you prove 
all this, do you say ? 

Bexuiey. Yes, may it please 
you, as clear as the noon-day sun ; 
and Sir Francis p’IvERNo!Is, 
a Swiss emigrant, pensioned by 
Pitt, translated my book, and wrote 
a book of his own to confirm all 
my doctrines and all my state- 
ments; after which I became 
an Honourable Commissioner of 
Scorca Herninas. 

Kins. But, it was all false then, 
or else the nation is now in a 
prosperous state. But, now I 
think of it, was it not you, who, 
in the year 1811, moved, in the 
House of Commons, a resolution, 
which that house adopted by avery 
large majority, which resolution 
expressed that a one pound note 
and a shilling were, to all intents 
and purposes, equal in value to a 
golden guinea of full weight and 
fineness; and did not you vote 
for propositions, in 1819, in that 
same house of Commons, founded 
upon the acknowledged fact, that 
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a one pound note and a shilling \ 
had been worth, in ihat very 1811, 
six shillings less than a golden 
guinea of full weight and fineness? 
Were not you the man, the finan- 
cier, that thus acted upon these 
two occasions. 

Bexiry, The same, may it 
please your Majesty: the very 
same man. 

Kine (Turning round towards 
Peel). Enough of this honourable 
Commissioner of Scotch herrivgs; 
and now, I have great curiosity to 
know the ground, Sir, upon which 
you presume to ,put on an air of 
dictation to your sovereign. 

Psex ( With a sort of smirk on 
his countenance). Your Majesty, 
I presume, is well aware of who 
I am. There wants nothing, | 
venture to observe, tov prove the 

dentity of my person, or the sta- 
tion which I fill in the state. Your 
Majesty, the whole nation, the 
whole world, the universe entire, 
have heard the name of Peet. 


Kina. With the word garlick at 
the end of it, we have, most of us, 
heard of it; but, really, Sir, the 
universe, I believe, knows very 
little of it in its detached state. 


Pert. Has not your Majesty 
read in the Baronetcy, that my 
father had a * PRESENTI- 
MENT THAT HE SHOULD 
BE THE FOUNDER OF A 
FAMILY”? 
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Kine. Not a family to oust 
mine, I hope. I have heard or 
read or something, that you are 
the son of one Rospext Pree, who 
was a very lucky fellow in the 
spinning of cotton ; that, by the in- 
cessant toil of thousands of poor 
creatures, he gained an immense 
sum of money; that, when Pitt 
and Dundas set on foot a voluntary 
contribution for the carrying on of 
the war against France, this Ro- 
bert Peel put his name down for 
ten thousand pounds; that, not 
long after this, my father was ad- 
vised to make hima baronet; that 
he has continued to grow rich ; 
and that, infact, he is now become 
one of those who possess that sort 
of power in this country, of which 
my people so bitterly complain ; 
that, as to yourself, you, in all 
human probability, owe your ele- 
vation much more to him than to 
any body else; and that, I can- 
not recollect any one instance in 
which you have distinguished 
yourself in a way that bespeaks 
capacity, exceeding that of other 
men, nor which does on any ace 
count, whatever, warrant you in 
pressing your advice against the 
opinion of any man of expe- 
rience, much less against the 
opinion of your sovereign. 

Perit. What! I am surprised! 
Is it possible that your Majesty 
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never héard of my great states- 
manlike lawgiving measure, which 
was productive at last of that 
miracle of legislation, commonly 


called “ PEEL’S BILL”? 


Kine. Yes, I have heard of 


that; a great deal too much of its 
sorrowful effects; and, if you had 
been able justly to estimate this 
act of your life, I should not have 
been honoured with your presence 
this day, and especially upon an 
errand like that on which you are 
come. My subjects, from one 
end of the kingdom to the other, 
have, class by class, suffered, and 
deeply suffered, from that destruc- 
tive measure. I remember well, 
when, in the year 1819, the 
Speaker of the House of Com- 
mons congratulated me on the 
adoption of that measure. I re- 
member that I was told by him, 
that, after months of deliberation, 
the scheme had been happily 
effected ; that it had been brought 


to maturity by a combination of 


the greatest of talents, wisdom 
and zeal; that he assured me 
that=the measure would be pro- 
duetive of most beneficial results, 
and that it would reflect last- 
ing’ honour oa those who had 
brought it to perfection. Instead 
of these anticipated results, the 
mischievous measure almost in- 
stantly began to show that ruin 
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and misery to class after class, to 
thousands upon thousands and 
millions upon millions were to 
be its final effects. Day by 
day, from the time of its adop- 
tion to the present hour, it has 
been bringing forth some new ca- 
lamity. Changed backward and 
forward it has been, twice; and 
it must be now changed a third 
time and be abandoned for ever, 
with the curses of the whole nation 
upon its head, or, it will inevitably 
produce an overthrow of the state 
of itself So that, this being the © 
only measure in which you ever 
bore any: conspicuous part, you 
have, indeed, grounds whereon 
to be a dictater to your King! 

Peet. May it please your 
Majesty, the unfortunate conse- 
quences of my measure are not 
to be ascribed to me, any more 
than the breaking of glass by a 
hail-storm is to be ascribed to the 
man who has the care of the house. 
The man cannot help the hail- 
storm, nor could I help the fatal 
consequences of which your Ma- 
jesty has bean speaking. What — 
no one could foresee took place, . 
and, then, the bill, which was good 
in itself, became fatal. in its ope- 
ration. 

Kina. “What do yousay: Was, ~ 
there no one to foresee the conse- 
quences? 


we ee ee ee we ites ee Se 
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Consett. (Jr a whisper, peep- 
ing out from behind the curtain.) 
Push him upon that point. Try 
his shuttle there. 

Prex. No, may it please your 
Majesty. Even Mr. Tierney, that 
veteran politician, could not see 
any evil from the Bill. Lord 
Grenville, Lord Lansdown, the 
divine Liverpool, Mr. Abercrom- 
bie, the great David Ricardo, all 
congratulated the Houses upon 
the Bill, and even he whom your 
Majesty has now chosen for your 
Minister, called for an unani- 
mous vote in favour of the Bill, 
and when he had got it, exclaimed, 
‘‘now the question is set at rest 
for ever!” 

Kina. But I have been told; 
and, indeed, I have read, that 
there was a man, who, as soon as 
your Bill was..proposed, as soon 
as its intended contents were 
known ;, as soon as any thing like 
an adequate description of its con- 
tents got abroad, that there was a 
man, not only to tell you that 
such a Bill, if passed, eould 
never be carried into effect, with- 
out burying the country in ruin ; 
who not only told you this before- 
hand, but who proved it to you 
clearly as day-light; and de- 
picted the consequences of the 
measure, the embarrassment, the 
ruin, the breaking up of farmers 
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and tradesmen, the robbing of 
landlords of their estates, the 
want of employment, the beggary, 
the starvation, and every conse- 
quence, even to the lowest conse- 
quence, not only in substance but 
in manner, that has been pro- 
duced by your vain, blundering 
and fatal Bill, which is, even at 
this hour, working more mischief 
than ever, and making it, with 
many men of great understanding, 
a serious question, whether a ge- 
neral convulsion be or be not to 
be avoided ! 

Peev. But, may it please your 
Majesty, that one man was an 
individnal of the name of Cob- 
bett ; not at all worthy of the at- 
tention of your Majesty’s Mi- 
nisters, 

Kina. But, if the thing -was 
foreseen and foretokl, of what 
consequence is it by whom it was 
done? One thing is clear, at any 
rate, that if I had had that same 
individual for a Minister, all these 
calamities would have been 
avoided. 

Cossert. (In a whisper, peep- 
ing out.) You must have me, yet, 
or you have seen only the begin- 
ning of the mischief. . 

Prex. A Minister! God pre- 
serve your Majesty from suffering 
such an individual to possess 
power of any kind or in any 


degree ! : 
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Kinc. Why, Mr. Peel, I really 
cannot see how it is possible for 
the individual, as you call him, 
and as he was called by a spitten 
upon fellow in the north; I really 
cannot see how it is possible for 
him to do more mischief than you 
have done ; and, indeed, it is pre- 
posterous to presume that he who 
warned you belorehand cf the 
mischief which you would pro- 
duce, and who must, for his own 
sake, be, above all things, desirous 
to repair the mischief, and °* to 
make the King and country grate- 
ful to him ; it is preposterous to 
believe, that he would not propose 
to me measures calculated to 
effect something, at any rate, for 
bettering the situation of the 
country. 

Peer. But, Sir, the Minister 
whom you have chosen, has pledg- 
ed himself to carry through the 
principles of my Bill. 

Kina. If he have, let him take 
the consequences to himself. I 
have given no such pledge: he 
is, at any rate, as fit as any of 
you to carry on my affairs: your 
disliking him, is a proof that he 
will produce a change of some 
sort or other; and, as any change 
must be for the better, I shall 
persevere in my choice, and you 
may retire as you came. 

Thisis much about what ovght to 
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take place upon such an occasion, 
and might take place, with very 
litile, if any, departure from the 
truth. 
that the King will persevere: if 


I hope, with all my soul, 


he do, he will overset every faction 
that can assail him. As to Can- 
xninG himself, as Canning, nobody 
cares any thing about him; but, 
there are millions that care a 
great deal about maintaining the 
just and legitimate prerogative of 
the King. No small part of our 
sufferings have arisen from this 
prerogative having, in fact, been 
taken out of his hands. He has 
been kept totally cut off from his 
people. His people have too great 
a desire to be freed from their pre- 
sent oppressions, not to wish most 
anxiously for the restoration, the 
complete restoration and full 
exercise of the royal authority. 
Let the King persevere, and we 
shall soon see that the factions 
will vanish before him. 

What Canning will do with 
those poor old devils the Whigs, 
is the most puzzling part of the 
question. He must give them 
sops in some way or other, or 
else they will turn tail upon him, 
upon pinching occasions. If he take 
in Brougham and Tierney and 
Mackintosh,and givenoshare ofthe 
fat things to the others, the others 
will be jealous, disown the autho- 
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rity of their leaders, and join, 
upon a pinch, with the powerful 
foes of the Minister. In the mean- 
while, the Paper-money Bill will 
be going on, reducing, gradually, 
the price of the bushel of wheat : 
the landowners, the farmers, the 
traders and merchants, will not 
reflect on the true cause of the 
decline of price and of the conse- 
quent ruin. The mischief will be 
ascribed to this measure, to that 
measure, but generally to a want 
of talent and wisdom in the Mi- 
nister, who will be badgered to 
death, and, not knowing any thing 
at all of the true cause himseli ; 
being, as to such matters, as igno- 
rant as he was when he was cap- 
tain at Eton, he will be constantly 
in a state of uncertainty as to the 
effect of any steps that he may 
take, and the whole thing may 
actually be blown to atoms before 
he will begin to think seriously of 
the danger. He is just as fit for 
the undertaking as the best of his 
colleagues was: as to this great 
matter they were all upon a level; 
but, he is not likely to be content 
and to let the thing go on as long 
as it will go; and, therefore, his 
elevation is favorable to the peo- 
ple. Nobody can save the Thing ; 
that is quite certain ; but, by being 
let alone a good deal; by letting 
the paper come out in great bales 
and run itself down, at last, as it 
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has done in other countries, the 
final blowing up might be some- 
what retarded. At present, all 
that we have to dois to uphold 
the authority of the King to the 
utmost of our power; and, as the 
reformers have, for years and 
years, complained that those who 
filled the seats ruled both King 
and people, I think it would be 
proper, and I strongly recommend, 
that they now address the King for 
having exercised his royal autho- 
rity, and expressing a hope that he 
will persevere in maintaining that 
authority. [exhort you, my friends, 
in all parts of the country, if you 
can form meetings of only one 
hundred persons, to address the 
King upon this subject; for, you 
may be well assured that in this 
crisis, his cause and our cause are 
one and the same. Mr. Canning 
can never stand against the com- 
bination with which he is threaten- 
ed, unless he look to the people. 
Here, indeed, he may open his 
leash and let out his spirits against 
his arrogant opponents. If he do 
this, he may be Minister, perhaps, 
for the remainder of his life ; but, 


if hedo not something of this kind, 
he will either be driven from his 
post, or will keep it upon terms 
so degrading as to make life itself 
a burthen and disgrace. 
1 am, My friends, 
Your Most obedient 
And most humble Servant, 
Wu. COBBETT. 
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AMERICAN KIDNEY BEANS. 


I nave two sorts of these, the 
finest that ever were in England ; 
one of them the very earliest that 
i ever saw ; and the seed, in both 
cases, 80 ripe, sound, and exce!- 
lent, that a large crop trom. it is 
certain.—One soit is Yeilow, the 
other Speckled ; Loth are dwarfs.-- 
Price —17s. a bushe!, and smaller 
quantities in proportion, with 
something added for paper, string, 
and trouble.-—They are sold at 
the Office of the Register, No 183, 
Fieet Street, and may be sent, by 
order, to any part of the country. 





MARKETS. 


Average Prices of CORN through- 
out ENGLAND, tor the week eud- 
ing April 6. 

Per Quarter, 
Se he a. @ 

Wheat .. 56 3/|Rye....39 $ 

Barley .. 38 3$| Beans... 47 11 

Onis ...c.c Sh. 2) Penes:.. «24@:.3 





Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the week ended April 6. 


Qrs, Qrs. 
Wheat. . 37,867 ] Rye ..... 247 
Rarley... 15,482 | Beans. .. 2,651 
Oats... 11,805 | Peuse.... 715 





Corn Exchange, Mark Lane. 


Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c.,seld and delivered in 
this Market, during the week ended 
Suturday, April 6. 

Qrs. BS «a. d. s. d. 
Wheat ..4.969 for 14,678 © 4 Average,59 © 
Barley. 2,276 .. 4,358 G6. 9.....00...38 3 
Unts.. 4,164 .. 6,640 15 11......002-31 10 
Bye.cce  — oc 0’ O Qveccccecse O94 
Beans,. 574 4. 1,272 17 0....00.-.44 4 
Pease... 277% 15 G43 1h Osecccces..46 5 


Wednesday, April 11—The sup- 
plies of ali English Grain this week 


are small, but there is a good quan- 
tity of Foreign Oats entered. Wheat 
remains without alteration from 
Monday’s report. Harley and Beans 
fully support the terms of last mar- 
ket day. Pease meet a very dull 
trade. Oats do not find buyers so 
readily as last Monday, but prices 
remain the same, 


Monday, April 16.—During the 
past weck there were moderate quan- 
tities of al! sorts of Grain except 
Oats, the foreign arrivals of which 
were considerable ; and this mourning 
there are several more vessels from 
abroad fresh up with this Grain, Of 
Wheat, Barley, Beans, and Pease, 
the supply fresh in to-day is mode- 
rate. The report of Flour is still con- 
siderable, which keeps that trade in 
a dull state; and theWheat trade to- 
day may be stated very dull at the 
quotations of last Monday, for all 
except superfine samples, 


Barley does not sell so freely as of 
late, but prices are unaltered, Beans 
meet rather more demand, and are 
advanced 1s, per quarter, Pease are 
unaltered. The chief part of the 
large foreign supply of Oats is going 
to granary in bond, to wait tll after 
the 15th of May, when the average 
prices are expected to bring the duty 
to 4d. per quarter under the old Corn 
Laws, the trade, therefore, fully 
inaintains last quotations, with a, 
fair sale. The recent changes in the; 
Cabinet, render it doubtful whether 
the New Corn Bill wil) pass,. the 
House of Lords. 
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Account of Wheat, &c. arrived in| 


the Port of London, from A pril 9 
to April 14, both inclusive. 


Wheat .. 4.058] Tares .... 631 
Barley .. 1,923 | Linseed .. 
Malt .... 4,841 
Oats .... 904 
Beans... 546 
Vlour.... 8,903 
Rye.... 770| Hemp... 59 | 
Pease.... 486] Seeds ... 108) 


Foreign.—Wheat, 200; Barley, 664 ; 
Oats, : $8,298 ; and Beans, 445 qrs. 


Rapeseed. 860 | 
Brank .. 324] 
Mustard .. 15 
Plax :.... 





Monday, April 16.—The arrivals | 
from Ireland last week were, 454 | 


firkins of Butter, and 1,200 bales of Beef is 5s. 2d.; Old Down Mutton, 
|6s.; and choice Leicester, Ss. 10d. in 


Bacon; and from Foreign Ports, 
11,152 casks of Butter. 


HOPS. 


Price of Hops, per Cwt. in the 
Borough. 


Monday, April 16.—Our market 
is improving, and many sales were 
eflected duging last week at an ad- 
vance of from)2s. to 4s.sper ewt.. The 
reports fromthe plantations are, the 
plant is weuk!y, and. the flea: very 
prevalent. 


Maidstone, April 12,—There has 


been some little inquiry about the 
few lots of; Hops leftan this neigh- 


bourhood, but we. have not heard ‘of 


any sales, so that the trade-renains 
much the same. 


COAL MARKET, April 11,, 
ShipsatMarket. Shipssold. Price. 
27 Newcastle 19§..31s, 3d. 10 37s. 9d. 
13 Sunderlaud 9 ., 36s. 0¢d.— 39902. 


| season in this market begins, accord 
Qrs. Qrs. } 


— | were, therefore, well supplied with 


‘limited of every thing; 



































SMITHFIELD. 
Monday, April 16.—The Lamb 


ing to castom, on Good Friday ; we 
| Lambs, but scantily of Beef and 


Mutton. 
| the price.of Beasts ; 


There was no variation in 
Mutton sold on 
higher terms than this day se’nnight ; 
but Lamb remained at the rates last 
_quoted.—To-day our supply is very 
so that better 
‘terms are obtained for all kinds of 


Meat. The current top price for 


the wool. Lamb goes off readily at 


from 6s. 4d. to7s. The supply of 
Lincoln Beasts and Sheep unusually 
short. 


Per Stone of 8 nounds (alive). 
Beet’. 2... 
Mattow... 
Veal-...0- 
Parkin... ot 6 
Lamb ....6 4—7 
Beasts. . 1,662 | Sheep .. 12,120 

Cuives... 120| Digs... 60 


um» # 
oc 


to 


Wau? 
,soCcoces 


Newoarte,. (same day.) 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead), 


8 de, 63 @. 
Beef .....8 6 to 4 6 
Mutton...4 2—5 g 
Veal'.....3 8—S & 


eer B— 5 & 
Lamb.....6 O— 7 O 


LEA DENHALL, (same day.) 
Per Sione of 8 pounds (dead) 
"gf ped. 
Beef... .3 0 to 4 4 
Mutton...4 0—5 O 
Veul “eee @ 3 8 — 5 + 
Pork .....4 0.—5, 8 
Lamb “eee 5 0 == 7 0 
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POTATOES, | HAY and STRAW, rer Load. 
i 
SPITALFIELDS, per Ton. | 
cs, j;: & | § th ° av....90s. $. 
Ox-Nobles.....3 15 to 4 0 | mithfeld.— Flay ots. 10 1G 
Middlings......2 10 — 0 0 Straw...40s. to 45s, 
eres 20— 0 0 Clover. 100s. to 135s. 
Common Red..4 0— 0 0  ¢ a ’ 
Onions, 0s. Od.—Os. Od. per bush. tems Fomes'e— Hey... Cts. ‘to TaBe. 
“ Straw .. 42s. to 48s. 
enere ms a Ton. -_ Clover. 120s. to 135s. 
Ox-Nobles....3 10 to 4 5 | Whitechapel.--Hay.... 84s. to 115s, 
Middlings... eer LO — O 0 Straw. ..38s. to 42s. 
mace wea |S 
Chats. . Clover. .90s. to 135s. 


© 


Common Red. .4 0 — OU 





* 


AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Counties of 
England and Wales, for the Week ended April 6, 1827. 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. 

gj a a @ e & 

RE ccovewncsseeaeues 68 90....d9. 0...:88 0 
BE se dctatovensesisces 58 6....36 0....30 10 
i ee rs Se Via Gs OS 
PM cacehe disvcaceeeens  Bieccet Garr = 
PE. Gstitadenaeauen 65 3:....86 4....dt 3 
Cambricgeshire.......... 53 4....33 4....27 3 
rr rere 66 6...480 6€,..08. 3 
Lincolnshire .......... oe TO ne ee Aerts © 
SO ee ee 55 6....41 4....30 4 
DR 5 add cede etect tik 56 0....42 7....38 10 
Northumberland ........53 9....37 1....83 2 
CNS “Se Sats ce ees 62 6....89 0....34 O 
Westmoreland .......... oF. Mis, Oe Secccee 8 
errr oS. O...08 7.5.28 3 
Ro 6s6 nbacaeomans GO 2,....48 0....34 0 
. Gloucestershire..........58 0....43 11....40 9 
Somersetshire .......... 65 -3....40 -9....28° 3 
Monmouthshire........ he: Bisa G1 Ou65678 
| ete 06 7....37 8....80 2 
Is siesta ocaeden ct SS 4....08 -4,...28am 
pe eee --0O 1,....38 8....34 0 
Hampshire ...... shecsec<S@ 95.4.30-6. 1 
North Wales ............63 &.:..48 4....92 4 
South Wales .......... ocS7 14...:48 8....96 8 


* The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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Liverpool, April 10.—The arrivals in the week have been considerable 
in Wheat, Flour, and Oats, the great bulk of the latter from Ireland ; the 
demand has been languid, and prices of last week barely supported; in 
other articles no alteration, except in Indian Corn, for which there has 
been a good demand, at an advance of 1s. per quarier of 480 Ibs., the 
weight sold by hers; this article is getting into general use in this neigh- 
bourhood, as well as in Ireland; heavy shipments have been made from 
this to the latter place. In Bonded Grain nothing doing. Considerable 
sales have been made in Bonded Flour, for exportation to Jamaica and 
Newfoundland, and I have to notice a small improvement in price. 


Imported into Liverpool, from April 3, to April 9, 1827, inclusive :— 
Wheat, 7,154; Barley, 167; Oats, 17,856; Rye, 848; Malt, 2,818; Beans, 
1,660; Pease, 315 quarters. Flour, 3,932 sacks, per 280 lbs. ; and Oat- 
meal, 212 packs, per 240 lbs. 


Bristol, April 14.—The Corn markets here are very dull, except for 
prime Barley, which sells pretty well at last week’s prices. Good Oats 
appear rather more in demand than they have been; ordinary sorts heavy. 
Below are about the present prices :—Wheat, from 6s. to 7s. 6d.; Barley, 
4s. 6d. to 6s.; Beans, 5s, 6d. to 8s.3; Oats, 3s. 1$d. to 4s.; and Malt, 
6s. to 8s. 3d, per bushel, Imperial. Flour, Seconds, 32s. to 45s. per 
bag 

Guildford, April 14.—Wheat, new, for mealing, 14/. 10s. to 161. 15s. 
per load. Barley, 38s. to 42s; Oats, 32s. to 42s.; Beans, 54s. to 53s.; 
Pease, grey, 60s. to 62s.; ditto, boilers, 62s. to G4s. per quarter. 


Horncastle, April 14.—The prices of Grain remain much the same as 
last week. —Wheat, 50s. to 56s.; Barley, 53s, to 42s.; Oats, 28s. to 36s.; 
Beans, 55s, to 65s.; and Rye from 40s, to 42s, per quarter. 


Ipswich, April 14.—We had to-day a very small market, and prices re- 
main without alteration from last week, as follow: —Wheat, 52s. to 62s.; 


Barley, 35s. to 41s.; Deans, 46s. to 48s. per quarter; and Pease, none. 


Manchester, April 14.—The Corn trade has undergone little or no altera- 
tion during the week, To this day’s market we had a good show of sam- 
ples of Wheat of all descriptions, which were offered on the same terms as 
on this day se’nnight, without being able to effect sales; the consumers 
being well stocked, preferred waiting a week or two longer. In other 
articles so little duing, as not to be sufficient to warrant any alteration 
from the prices of this day week. 


Newcastle-on- Tyre, April 14.—We had a good supply of Wheat from 
the farmers this morning, which was readily taken off by the millers at 
1s, per quarter advance. Rye continues in demand, and isa trifle dearer. 
The arrivals of Norfolk Barley have been all sold at last week's prices, 
and as the malting season is drawing to a close, it is not likely that higher 
prices will be got fur the next arrivals. Mult rather more indemand. We 
had to-day a good supply of Oats from the growers, and some foreign 
arrivals, but the latter are of very inferior quality, and do not suit the con- 
sumption of this district. 


Reading, April 14.—We had a fair supply of Wheat at our market this 
day, the quality of which is still rough, The sale was dull, at much the 
same prices as last weck. We note it 54s, to 67s. per quarter’ Imperial 
measure. There was a middling supply of Barley; it was all taken off for 
seed at high prices. There was a considerable quantity of Oats, and the 
trade was heavy. In Beaus and Pease no alteration. 

















Markers. 


COUNTRY CATTLE ann MEAT MARKETS, Xe. 


Horncastle, April 14.—Beef, 9s. per stone of 14 lbs. ; Mutton, 8d. ; Pork, 
8d, ; and Veal, 9d. to 10d. per lb. 


Manchester Smithfield Market, April 11.—The supply of Beef and 
Mutton to this day’s market was rather better than last week, and for fat 
Cattle aud Sheep last week's prices were fully supported, whilst lean in- 
ferior qualities were dull sale. What few Calves appeared at market were 
taken off at last week’s rates. There is a better demand for Pigs, but the 
prices remain the same as last advised.—Beef, 44d. to 8d.; Mutton, 7d. to 
9d.; Veal, 53d. to 6id.; and Pork, 5d. to 6d. per |b. sinking offal. 


Norwich Castle Meadow, April 14.—We had a large supply of fat Cattle 
to tht day’s market, which met a ready sale at 7s. 6d. to 8s. 6d. per stone 
of 14 lbs. sinking offal ; the show of Store Stock was also large ; Scots sold 
at 4s. to4s. 6d. per stone of what they will weigh when fat; Shorthorns, 
3s. to Ss. 9d.; Cows and Calves, and Homebreds of one and two years old, 
selling rather better—Meat: Beef, 6§d. to 9d.; Veal, 6d. to 8d.; Mutton, 
6d, to 74d.; Lamb, 9d.; and Pork, 6d. to 8d. per lb. 
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